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Preface 



The American Library Association, foundcii in 
1876. is the oldest and larj;est national library 
association in the world. Its concern <pans all 
types of libraries: state, public, school and 
academic libraries, special libraries servin*? 
persons in goviTnment. commerce and indus- 
try, the arts, the armed services, hospitals, 
prisons, and other institutions. With a mem- 
bership of libraries. librarLins. library trustees 
and other interested persons from, every state 
and many countries of the world, the Associa- 
tion is the chief spokesman for the people of 
the Tnited State ^ in their search for the high- 
t^st quality of library and information services. 
The Association maintains a close workini^ re- 
latifuiship with more than seventy other li- 
brary associations in the United States, 
Canada, and othiT countries, and it works 
closely with many other orjjaniyations con- 
cerned with education, research, cultural de- 
velopment, recreation, and public ser\'ice 

To facilitate library cooperation at all levels 
of government and to assist in interpreting li- 
brary needs ^o the Congre.ss, to federal and 
state executive agennes, and to the people of 
the United States, the A.ssociation maintains 
an oftice in Washington, D.C, in addition to 
its headquarters in Chicago. The American Li- 
brary Association is the only nongovernmental 
organization at th'j nation level re])rescnting 
all types of librarv and information services. 
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American IJhrarij 
Association Objectives 

The primary objrrtive of the American Li- 
brary Association is to promote Hbrary ser\Mce 
of excellent quality freely available to all. Be- 
cau'-e acc<*ss to information and knowledge is 
and increasinj^ly will be of critical importance 
to sur\ival in today s rapidly changinjj society 
and IS essential for >elf-fulfillment and the de> 
velopment of a more oeaceful and prosperous 
world, the American Librar\' Association has 
e.stablished the following major goals for the 
future: 

1. The provision of public library service 
that will enable the public library to be a 
strong educational force to help every Ameri- 
can fulfill his obligations as an informed citi- 
zen and achieve full self-development. 

2. The provision in all educational institu- 
tions of library collections, services, and facili- 
ties fully adequate to support their programs 
of instruction and research and to .stimulate a 
lively and continuing interest cn the part of 
the student in reading and self-education. 

3. Provision for rich collections to support 
research in all institutions or agencies .so en- 
gaged, together with the establishment of a 
network among libraries to make available to 
all citizens the full range of their resources. 

4. The development of a library profession 
adequate in numbers, education, training, and 
personality to provide in all libraries service of 
the high quality needed. 

5. Increased .support for and development 
of an active and '»xtensivc program of re.search. 
experimentation, demonstration, and evalua- 
tion in all fields of librarian.ship. 

6. Continued efforts to secure and retain 
the commitment of all concerned with libraries 
to the principles of the Library Bill of Rif^hts 
and the Frrrdnm to Rrad Statrmvnt and to in- 



form all people of the po-^ition- nuiiu'iated in 
These document 

T Increased partuipation in the dt-Nelop- 
ment of hhrarieN and Jihrarian<hip throufrhout 
the world 

8 Mounting a \ igoroas and continuing: pro- 
gram of pubhc relation> to make the American 
puhhc increasingly aware of the contributions 
libraries make to society and to further local, 
regional, and national program^ of library 
service 

9 A piibhshin^f program n-^ponsive to the 
need.<. concern, and goaN of the lil>rary pro- 
fe.<.<ion and the American Library Association. 
— Adopted in* ALA Council. 30 June 19n7. 

A re-examination of American Lil)rary Asso- 
ciation objectives during 1970-71 led to the 
establishment of the following priorities: so- 
cial responsibilities: manpower: intellectual 
freedom: legislation: planning, research, and 
development: and demmTati/ation and reor- 
ganization of the As^iociation. 

Federal 

Legislative PoJici/ 

The role of libraries m the well-being of the 
nation and its |ieople has been recognized by 
the Congress of the United States i)oth in the 
declaration of legislative po!ic\ and i)y finan- 
cial support. Federal legislation ha^^ responded 
to the n^ed of American,^* of all ages, interests, 
and socioeconomic conditions for access to a 
wide range of knowledge through a variety of 
communications media. 

The Association's policy on federal legisla- 
tion is based on it.s objectives of promoting 
and improving library service and librarian- 
ship. Representing those who use libraries as 
well as those who operate them, the Associa- 
tion is a source of information on libraries and 
information services for those concerned with 
formulating and implementing federal legisla- 
tion, legislative action is considered es|3ecially 
pertinent in the areas described on the follow- 
ing pages. 



/ DIUKPT SU PPORT OF 
LIRRAiry SKHVirES 

XmIONM. rOMMIsViO\M)N LiBRARIhS AND 
IVfORMATlON SriF.NCE 

A(hie\einent of the objVctivos of the Ameri- 
(an Library A-^ociation calls for formulation 
.)f a national policy, enunciated by the Presi- 
dent and enacted into law by the Congress, 
uhich affirm- that the American people be pro- 
vided with bbra'-y and information ser\'ices 
aMtyniatc to their needs and that the federal 
*:oveniMi(*nt. in collaboration with ,^tatc and 
local ^o\tniments and private agencies, exer- 
eiM' leadersti^'i) in assuring the provision of 
^U( h ^enire-. The Association welcomes the 
establishment of tho National Commission on 
I.ibrane- and Informa^on Science as the cen- 
tral aj^ency for national lihran* planning and 
unjes that the Commission hc» fully funded. 

XArroNAi Library \ktworks 

I he wide dispersion of population, rismg levels 
of education, and the expanding volume of in- 
formation, make increasingly difficult the 
rapid delivery of information to the citizen 
wh(» needs it. The concept of the local library 
a.s pf>ss(\ssor and purxeyor of all needed infor- 
mati' )n is oi)'^olete. A national library network 
is needed through which all types of libraries, 
scattered across the nation, can cooperate in 
sharing resources. The tremendous task of 
providing such a network to serve all Ameri- 
cans requires central planning and coordina- 
tion of efTort. It also requires federal funding. 

Examples of interlibrary coo|>eration might 
include the designation, development, and 
funding of national and regional library re- 
source centers, the creation of inter-institu- 
tionai cntalog.s, the formation of computer net- 
works that will permit electronic transmission 
of bibliograph'c and other information (in- 
chiding that which is available in computer- 
ized (Ivia banks), and the joint operation of 
oiher <ommunications facilities. Such activi- 
ties an* conceived as part of a systematic and 



( (>()r(ljnated program to expand America's 
oxi^tin^ library roM)un t ^ and make them more 
aa'esvihle. Tht- Networks fur Knowledge 
title ')f the Hi^^her I-.diKauon Ai't shnuld be 
funded. If sufficient fimdin^j is obtained it 
should greatly accelerate the effort of libraries 
to form network^ for sharing resources and 
services. 

TKLKCOMMTMrXTIONs 

The American Library Association supports 
lefrishtion that wdl br();ulen the availability of 
communications devices for educational pur- 
poses. In particular, it urpes that libraries be 
recofjnized as prime potential users of satellite, 
microwave, cable communication and other 
means of information transmission which allow 
the linking together of libraries and users, as 
well as the forming of interlibrary networks. 
Easy and inexpensive availability of such link- 
ages will help libraries to share resources and 
to carry out th(Mr mission of delivering service 
to all the people — wherever they may live 
and whatever their needs may be. 

Fkhkral Aid to Kducation and 

LlBRARfES 

Comprehensive federal aid to public education 
is needed to support the states and their sub- 
divisions in establishing and maintaining ade- 
quate educational services and facilities and 
in equalizing educational opportunities. The 
success of federal programs of categorical aid 
to education clearly demonstrates the con- 
tribution the federal government can make to 
promoting broadened educational opportuni- 
ties for all. Libraries acro.ss the nation — pub- 
lic, school and college — can continue to 
benefit from federal grants specifically di- 
rected to their needs, and, at the same time, 
participate in federal revenue* sharing pro- 
grams. 



ScH(X)L Library Mkdja f'bNTERs 

The school hbrarv nifdia renter is an integral 
part of the school, supporting every aspect of 
the curriculum. Effective teaching and learn- 
ing rely upon well-stocked school libraries, 
staffed by hbrary media specialists The fed- 
eral governments reiognition of the school 
library's contribution to the educational and 
cultural growth of childien and young j^eople. 
including the disadvantaged, is evidenced by 
such laws as the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act. the National Defense Educa- 
tion Act. and the Higher Education Act. 

The Association supports increased federal 
funds for professional library personnel and 
supportive staff in individual schools, in school 
systems, and at the state level; adequate col- 
lections of library books and other educational 
media; and facilities that will stimulate and 
strengthen school library services required in 
programs of quality education. 

Career Education 

The need for technically trained W()rkers in 
many fields of business, industry, and govern- 
ment has led to expanded state and federal 
funding of programs in vocational nnd techni- 
cal education at elementary, high school, and 
junior college levels. A serious lack of ade- 
quate library resources — books, periodicals, 
and audio-visual materials — for both exist- 
ing and proposed programs, has led the Asso- 
ciation to endorse federal legislation for 
career education that includes support for 
libraries. 

COLLE(;E AND Rk.SEARCH LIBRARIES 

As a vital part of higher education, library re- 
sources and services must be strengthened and 
expanded to meet the increases in student en- 
rollment and to support new and changing 
programs of instruction and research. In- 
creased support of university, college, and 



8 



junior eolit'^e libraries must be a part of in- 
creased fu/tdinK of higher education. Any fed- 
eral legislation \vh'cri stimulates new or ex- 
panded fducatioiij^i pro^Tams should provide 
sufficient additional fjnds to meet the lihrar\' 
material and personnt-l needs required for the 
^ucce^s of these ]'-otTams. 

Substantial fin. k lal aid is needed by librar- 
ies in the nation > dc\eloping institutions if 
they are to o\ercome the many years in which 
thev received little ov no financial aid to sup- 
port th( ir educational programs. \t the same 
time. ma|or research libiaries of the countrv' 
need substantial financial aid if they are to 
continue to accjuire the vast product of world- 
wide sci olarship and make it available beyond 
their ()\\n academic communities. 

Fund.s f(ir library materials and personnel, 
federal scholarships and 'oans. sjxjcial grants, 
research grants and contracts, as.sistance in 
building programs, and tax exemptions for ed- 
ucat'onal institutions benefit the nation by im- 
proMng the (juality of higher education. The 
Higher Education Act has contributed immea- 
surably to the improvement of higher educa- 
tion by providing funds for library resources 
and facilities. 



Public Lihrariks 

Public libraries are e.s.sential components of 
our total educational structure and are of 
.social, educational, cultural, and economic 
benefit to citizens of all ages in every commu- 
nity. Their services and resources must be 
strengthened and expanded to meet growing 
needs of a diverse population for information, 
understanding, . id .self-realization. 

Increased federal assistance is needed to 
sticngthen basic library resources, both mate- 
rial and ^*tafT; to develop strong library sys- 
tems; and to provide for adequate Hbrary fa- 
cilities. Additional funding is needed to stimu- 
late and assist public libraries in developing 
new programs and services that will help in 
meeting critical social and educational needs. 



Partii'ularly rritical is the need to holster 
]>uh]ie hhrary services in those urban areas 
when* local tax income has dwindled while the 
educational needs of the residents have in- 
creased 

The Association also supports the inclusion 
of the public librar\' in federal legislation de- 
sijjned lo create or strengthen community ser- 
vices and programs of a social and education- 
al nature, including' expansion of the library^ 
role as a community information center de- 
signed to ser\'e the special information needs 
of all members of the community. 

State Library Af;ENCiEs 

St^te librar> agencies are central to the devel- 
opment of effective library services in a state. 
They an* responsible for statewide library 
planning' that provides for state support, for 
the effective administration and use of federal 
fumU and for coordinated library develop- 
ment- They under^ird and backstop the re- 
sources and services of other libraries in the 
states, and provide for ser\Mces to state gov- 
ernment, institutions, and s|X'Cial groups. 

The .\ssociation supports federal legislation 
that will provide stafi and material resources 
to state li[)rary agencies to enable them to 
discharge these responsibilities eflectively. 

ShRVICh TO THK DlSADVANTACiKJ) 

High among the Association's priorities is sup- 
port of federal legislation that would help to 
redress the national imbalance in educational 
opportunities. The Association '\y. committed to 
the provision of easier access to good lil)raries 
for those |)ersons who are disadvantaged by 
reason of cultural, educational, or economic 
factors, or lack of mobility. Special library 
services and materials are needed by the aged, 
the disabled, those with learning diiTiCulties. 
and those with limited skills in English, in 
order that they may claim their full share in 
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our national life. T! endorses the 

principles enunciateu the Ri^ht to Read 
program and urges that the necessary library 
resources be provided for the fulfillment of 
this right. 



Service to thk Blind Handicai'ped 

Substantial progress has been made in devel- 
oping specialized library service to the blind 
and to the physically handicapped. The Asso- 
ciation supports programs that vvili strengthen 
and expand library sei-vice not only to these 
persons but to all persons with reading handi- 
caps. It encourages adequate financial aid from 
federal, state, and local sources to enable li- 
braries to offer these specialized services 



Servick to Person. ,n Institutjot:s 

The Association advocates the provision ol 
good library service including access to infor- 
mation for residents and staffs of correctional 
institutions, mental and general hospitals, 
nursing and medical schools, orphanages, and 
schools for the handicapped. Adequate finan- 
cial support for these services should be pro- 
vided through a federal-state-local partnership 



Federal Library Services 

Library of Congress. The Library of Con- 
gress is the foundation upon which any pro- 
gram of national library service must rest. In 
addition to serving Congress, it performs more 
national libraiy functions than does any other 
library in the world. These functions are vital 
to the libran^ and research communities of the 
nation. Accordingly, the Association recom- 
mends that the Library of Congress be desig- 
nated by Congress as the National Library. 

The Association supports the improvement 
and extension of the present services of the Li^ 
brary of Congress and urges the Congress to 
provide adequate funding for an expanded pro- 
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Krain The Association recommends that the 
Library of Congress undertake additional re- 
search pro^^ams in mnovaLive h[)r;^rv tech- 
niques ancl services and assume a f^reater lead- 
ership role 111 the development of national li- 
l)rary n^^ouiKV-^, in the acquisition of iorei^n 
material-, in the proviMon ol catalot^m^ intor- 
m ition. in the preservation ot library materials 
ard in the utilization ot new technolotri^-al 
vaiices in library and information science 'I'he 
Association supports full implementation of 
the centralized catahj^Mng services ot the Li- 
brary of Cc)ngress authorize 1 under it^ Na- 
tional Program for Acquisition and Catalog- 
ing, 

Othe^r Federal Libraries, The National Agri- 
cultural Library and the National Library ot 
Medicine are also recognized as having na- 
tional responsibility toi collecting, organizing, 
and servicing research materials in their spe- 
cial fields. Libraries in other federal agencies 
have significant research collections and a con- 
siderable measure ol national responsi[)ility 
beyond the agencies they serve. Such tederal 
libraries should receive hnancial and other 
support con.rnen.surate with these responsi- 
bihties 

Along with the Library of Congress, these 
specialized federal libraries should iorm part 
of a national library network serving the infor- 
mational needs of th(^ nation, 

Hihito^raphw and Reference Serviees. Cata- 
log card distribution and other bibliographica' 
services oi the Library of Congress and other 
federal libraries and agencies should be im- 
proved and expanded. Bibliographies produced 
by federal government agencies should be given 
wide distribution through libraries, and hence 
to the public, without the expense of middle- 
men. The A.ssociation supports the use ot li- 
braries as reference centers for provuling sci- 
entific and technical information to business, 
industry, and government. 

II S. Office of Education, Adequate educa- 
tional services and facilities and the equaliza 
tion of (viucational opjK)rtunities are essential 
to our national welfare. The Association con- 
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<\(\ins the I S ()1\kv ol Kducation a primary 
ji;ciK > m jjiomoi:!!^ the impiovenieiit of edu- 
(niion. and -upports a luUy developed and 
eoordinatec' program ol lil)iar\ ser\ uxs withm 
the agency. A >tron^^ oigani/atujnal unit with- 
in the Ortiee of Ivliu ation. headed hy a deput\ 
commis^Knier. should review and coordinate 
ail hhrarv activities w ithin the Office and 
exert leadership in plannini^ and implementa- 
tion. 

The V. y. Office of Kducation should con- 
*mue to improve its advisory and technical 
assistance in up^^radlng library education and 
t^e resouices. services, and facilities lA school, 
ct -lege, univers ty. research, state, special, and 
public libraries; its preparation of valuable 
statistical compilations, research reports, and 
other essential library publications; and its 
responsible administration of programs of im- 
portance to libraries, 

Puhliv Access to Federal Documents. The 
Asscxiation support-s freedom of public access 
to inf'^rmation about the federal government 
and its activities^ as recognized in the Freedom 
of Information Act of 19B6. It urges strict en- 
forcement of the provisions of this Act. 

Tnder feder.^l law certain libraries across the 
nation have been designated as "depository 
libraries ^ t(/ receive federal government docu- 
ments and make them available to the public. 
The Assoc lat ion supports improvement and ex- 
tension of the depository system, including 
provision of material in a variety of formats. 
Vigorous agency support is needed to include 
more publications within the system, to estab- 
lish an advisory and consultative program, tnd 
to promote closer liaison with cooperating 
libraries. 

The Association recommends that compre- 
hensive iesearch studies b^» made of the federal 
depository library system together with the 
sysie-n of distributing state government publi- 
cations within each state. The aim of such 
studies should be to develop a national plan 
for the distribution of government publications 
as an integral part of a national library net- 
work in order that information be more readiiy 
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available to scholars, research v,orkers. and 
the general citizenry. 



indirect si pport of library 
services 

Education of Librarians and 

Information Specialists 
There is a continuin^^ need for lihrrr:ans. infor- 
mation specialists, and supportive staff who 
are qualified to carry out library programs in 
a rapidly changing society. Increased federal 
funding is imperative to improve the qualit\ 
of preservice and continuin.: liL.^ry education 
through scholarships, fellov^ ships, and training; 
institutes. Special attention needs to be given 
to educational programs that focus on th^ 
newer media, that recognize changmg form, af 
service, and that consider problems brought 
about by the rapid proliferation of knowledge. 

Reskarch in Libr.^ry and Information 
Science 

Federal support is needed to support research 
in library science and information storage and 
retrieval if libraries are to deal adequatel> with 
the ''information explosion" and th^ increased 
demands for information from industry, gov- 
ernment, and educatioiial agencies, as well as 
from individual citizens. Innovative programs 
for library service must be developed to meet 
new needs of library users. 

The federal government should encourage 
the collection and analysis of statistical data 
on all types of library services. Funding for the 
National Center for Educational Statistics in 
the \h S. Office of Education should be ade- 
quate to enable the Center to assist state li- 
brary agencies to participate effectively in a 
national program of data collection and 
analysis. 

Personnel Policies and Employment 
Standards 

In order to fulfill the library's function of serv- 
ing h » an unbiased, nonpartisan source of in- 
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formation the Avssonation support-- lihrary 
ptTJ-unnel programs ha^^t'd on th(^ Ioli()\Mnii: 
( 1 ) sound position ( lassification plan, CM 
selection ancl promotion l)ased on ( onijH'tcnK V . 
with ptTsons chosen for their educational pro- 
fessional, and personal (jualihcUions, without 
discrimination against pt-Tsons m regard to 
race, color, age, religion, sex. or national ori- 
gin; (3) well-organi/ed plans tor Hvser\ice 
training, (4) salaries and Iringc henehts equal 
to those enjoyed by personnel with comparable 
quaHfications, including \acations. sick leave, 
and medical insurance; (5» an equitable and 
adequate pay plan with no d^scTlmlnatlon as 
to sex; (6> flexible and actuarially sound re- 
tirement plans; (7) security of intellectual 
freedom; (8) tenure, with protection against 
discharge and demotion without adequate 
cause, fair hearing and adequate apix'al pro- 
cedures; and (9) aggressive recruiting ol stall 
with due regard for strong ethnic group repre- 
s'ntation. 

The Association supports a strcmg, flexible, 
and humane federal civil service system. Such 
a system v.'ill not only coniribufe to quality li- 
brary service in federal libraries bui. through 
its influence, will help raise standards for b 
braries throughout the nation 

The Equal Employment Opportunity (.\)m- 
mission should be given strong and broad 
powers to eliminate discrimination. 

Postal Rates 

Recognizing that it is in the nation's interest 
to provide the widest po.ssible dissemination oi 
infoimationab cultural, and educational mate- 
rials, the Association urges the continuation of 
preferential postal rates to libraries The legis- 
lative history of the Act creating the I*. S 
Postal Service authorizes and ur^es the Postal 
Rate Commission to establish a j^referential li- 
brary rate, even if such rate involves subsidiza- 
tion of service. 

The Association deplores any severe increase 
in postage rates for second-class matter over 
those which obtained prior to the Act, since 
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this ma> lead to incrra-es m sub^t nption costs 
borne by libraiu-^, and to thr demise of .nan\ 
worthy i)ublications. 

Tax AT ION 

The Association beheves it is in the puliiir in- 
terest that libraries as educational institutions, 
anil the distribution ot educational, cultural, 
and scienific materials used by libraries, not l)e 
unjustly burdened by taxation. Libraries and 
library materials arc already frequentlv given 
special treatment and exemptions in the tax 
laws of federal, siate. and local governments. 
In the various studies of tax policy either 
under way or contemplated, the application of 
this principle should he extended further 

The Association favors an Internal Revenue 
Act with interpretive regulations that will en- 
courage gifts of personal and business paper*^ 
to ^'^^--iries. thus providing '.aiuable primary 
source* materia] for research in many areas. 

Standardization and Quality Control 

In concert with other educational associations, 
the American Library Association supports 
federal efforts to insure quality control and 
standardization of technical equipment and 
products used j)v and serving libraries. 

COF^YRICHT 

Th ; Association favors the passage of a United 
States '^opyright law that reflects changing 
tech* iques of communications and, at the 
samf time, interposes a minimum of obstacles 
to the free distribution of ideas. Such a law 
should recognize that the fundamental consti- 
tutional purpose of copyright is to encourage 
creative endeavor and to protect the public 
interest. 



PtiBLic Works 



As a means by which library facilities may be 
extended and improved, the Association favors 
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the incluMon of library hiiildint^v m Ifi^i^latuni 
providing foi piugranis ut <()rnmunit> develop- 
ment and public employment 

SvHPi IN Pkopfki Y 

The Association support^ the j)()lic\ nl per- 
mitting libraries, like other e({u( ational in--ti- 
tution.s, ^o receive both leal and pei^onal sui- 
pliis property. 

S I NTF LLtX 'J r A L FH K K Di )M 

The Association holds inteliuctuai freedom to 
be indispensable to the preservation ot those 
individual libert'Cs and democratic institutions 
guaranteed by the Con^titutu^n ol the I nited 
States Free communication in e\ory form 
through all media is the foundation ot intellec- 
tual freedom. The Association's position in 
support of intellectual lreed^)m w set lorth in 
it.s officially adopted Librai \ Hill nj Rights. 

The Association supports the principle of 
freedom of the presy and the right and respon* 
sibility of the news media to keep the Ameri- 
can people informed of the actions of tht^ir 
government. The Association condemns loyal- 
ty oaths as a condition of employment and in- 
vestigations which permit the (iischarge of an 
individual without a fair hearing: the Associa- 
tion also condemns negative loyalty oaths as 
a condition of election or appointment of li- 
brary trustees. In the inten^st of intellectual 
freedom it urges that serious consideration be 
given to the recommendations of the National 
Tommission on Obscenity and Pornography 

4 INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS 

Librarianship is a profession that transcends 
national boundaries. Efforts by government 
and individuals to promote international un- 
derstanding place upon l^ S. libjarians the ob- 
ligation to inform themselves about interna- 
tional issues and to intensify { heir efforts to 
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])romott^ understanding of iniernationai attair^. 
The American Library Association should con- 
tiniif its work with Mich international Iibrar\ 
;:n)ii|)s as the Internationai Federation oi Li- 
l>rar\ Associations and the International Fed- 
eration for Documentation, with other nation- 
al lif)rary associations, and with individual 
ai^encies and institutions abroad, assistmp in 
the improvement of library services and 
lil)ranansnip. 

rMTi.r* Nations 

The Association supports participation by the 
I nited States in those programs of the United 
Nations anrl its specialized agencies which, in 
fulfillment of the objective of the UN Charter, 
relate significantly and constructively to 
books, reading, and libraries. In the interest of 
promoting the work of the UN and its special- 
ized agencies, the Association encourages 
promptness both in publication of UN docu- 
ments and in their distribution to libraries. 

I NbSCO 

The Association supports the principles of 
I 'nesco as >tafed in the Unescf) constitu- 
tion and endorsed by the government of the 
United States. Through its representation in 
th(* U. S National Commission for Unesco 
and through the work of its various commit- 
tees and individual librarians, the American 
Library Association seeks to implement the 
I nesco program in this country and abroad, 
particularly those aspects involving the (level 
opmcnt of library and bibliographic services 
throughout the world, it favor an adequate 
staff m the Department of State to facilitate 
this work. 

The Association favors immediate imple- 
mentation by the United States of the Flor- 
ence Agreement (Agreement on the Importa- 
tion of Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Materials) and the Beirut Agreement (Agree- 
ment for Facauating the International Circu- 
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lation i)i Visual and Auditory Materials oi an 
Kducational. Scientific, and Cultural Char- 
acter). 

()K(.ANizA'noN OF Amkkican Statks 

The Association has lon^ h(»en active in pro- 
f^rams for the improvement of hbrdy and hib- 
liographic services in Latin America. It collab- 
orates with the Library Development Program 
of the Organization of American States and 
favors strenj^thenin^ the program to improve 
communication among the peo|)l(»^ of the 
Western Hemisphere. 

InTKRNATIONAI, KxcHANf.F OK 

Persons 

The International Exchange of Persons pro- 
gram should be continued, and foreign visitors 
under the program sh(»uld be given the op- 
portunity to observe libraries in the country 
and to understand their contribution to Amer- 
iciin life. The exchange* of librar'*ms between 
this and other countries should be encouraged 
with government subveniion to libraries and 
library schools for observation, stut'v. and in- 
service training. 

Intkrnational Flow of Publications 

The interchange of publications betwe(»n the 
United States and other countries is essential 
for international understanding. A greater sup- 
ply of books from abroad in American libraries 
should be encouraged by federal programs. 
Wide distribution of Ar.ierican publicntions 
abroad, subsidized with federal funds that 
would include* ex{>ense of translations, should 
be given a high priority. 

Improved exchange agreements for the flow 
of publications of all kinds (including (official 
government flocuments) between American li- 
braries and those abroad should be encour- 
aged. Such exchange should be closely corre- 
lated with the projects of the Library of Con- 
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gross, the Smithsonian In>titiition, other re- 
search hbraries, and the T S. Book Exchange 

Customs Rkcut ations 

The easy importation of foreign books anr^ 
other library materials for scholarly and re- 
search purposes and the continuance of cus- 
toms policies which permit library material^ 
to enter duty free under simplified customs 
regulations should be continued (Set' also ref- 
erence to the Florence and Beirut Agret^ments 
under Unesco.) 

United States Libraries Abroad 

To provide reliable information about the I'n^- 
ted States from diverse points of ^ ' the 
Association encourages the federal government 
to provide adequate support for the estabhsh- 
ment pnd maintenance of American informa- 
tion libraries abroad, staffed by exj^erienced 
professional librarians. The Association favors 
the concept of a public-private mechanism that 
would assure the funding of such libraries as 
demonstrations of the way in which an Amen- 
can-style library can nourish the spirit of free 
inquiry. 

International Copyright 

The establishment of reciprocal copyright re- 
lationships with other countries through ap- 
propriate international arrangement such as 
the Universal Copyright Convention should hv 
encouraged. 

International Postal Policy 

The Linited States international postal rates 
on educational and cultural materials should 
crmtinue to be based on the optional provision 
in the Universal Postal Convention which per- 
mits reduced rates. The Association endorses 
proposals made by Unesco for the modifica- 
tion of the Universal Postal Convention to en- 
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craira^^^c wuit-r arui <_«aMer international distri- 
hution oi ediuaiional and uiltural materiaN 

EroNOMK^ AND Kducational 
Dfv klopmknt Programs 

Federallv funded pro^^ams to help deveiopin^j 
countries achieve thei.* educational soals 
should he continued and should include assis- 
tance in the formation and improvement of 
libraries and information ser\Mces. the develop- 
ment of local pubhshmp capabilities, and the 
bibliographic ordermj^ of products of the na- 
tion's press. 



KxisTiNCx fp:dkral laws 

AFFECTLNG LIBRARIANS. 
LIBRARIKS AND THEIR TSERS 



A^^ncultiirai Trafic I)(A('lo])incnt 
Assist. inn- \it i)i UKit ( | itlr V!I) 

AnuTUHn RrV()'iition Hurnteunial 
( V)mn^isM()n 

Appalachian Hej^^ioi.ai Drvclopnu-nt 
Act (Titl.. II) 

Hcinit Agrc^^rrunt 'Joim Hrsolwtion to 
I'/Tect Ui ihv Agn-rrnt lit for I-'a- 
cilitatinK the International Ciriula- 
lion of Visual ami Auditory Mate 
rials n| ;in rducational. Sen 'itific. 
and I'ulturai Character, ai)piov<'fl at 
Beirut in 1948) 

Civil Rights A< ts (,f I9M 

C('I)vriKh( Lavv (CSC Title 17) 
brmonstration Cities and Metro])o|ilan 

nevolo])nient Art (Moflei Cities) 
I)eposi(f)rv Lihrarv Act 

DruK Abuse Kdueation Art of 1970 
EcoMoniie ()p[)<)r(unitv Act 

Klementarv and Secondary Kducalion 
Act 

KmerKoncv Kinr))ovment Act 
Knvironmental Education Act 
Fair Labor Standards Act 

I'Vderal Fropertv and Adnimistradve 
Services Act (Sec "JOa (j) (3)) 

Florence Agreement ( lOdueational, Sci- 
entific, and (\iltural Materials hn 
])()rtati()n Act of 1906) 

I'reodoin of Information Act 



1' L KS 4S() 
as aTiended 
P L 89 
as amended 
P L 89-4 
as aiiienried 
V L 89-b:U 



V L 88-3ri2 
as amended 

P L 89-754 
as amended 

V L a7-r,79 

as amended 

V L 91-527 

V L 88-452 
as amended 

V L 89-10 
as amended 

V L 01-54 

V L 91-516 
F L 75-718 
as amended 
I' L 87-786 
as amended 
!' L 89-651 



V T. 89-487 
.IS amended 
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Hitjlier Kducation Act 



P L 89-329 
as amended 
P L 89-117 
amendc'(i 
P L 91-648 



l^o^l'^I^^ anci ^Vban Drv tlopmt'nt Act 
rr/W' VII) 

! ntrr^nvrrnnirntiil Pen>f)nnt'I Act 
Intt'rnal H('V('nut> Code (USC, Title 2*7) 
I 'brarv ()f Ton^ress Books for the Blind P L 89 ",22 

and Handicapped 
I.ibrarv .Service** and ( (instruction Act 



\lanpov\er Development and Trammg 
Act 

Me<iical Library Assistance Act 

Mutual Kduc. tion and f^ultiira! Ex- 
change Act 

National Commission on Libraries and 
Information Science 

National Defense Education Act 
(Title III) 

Na-iona! Foundation on the Arts and 
t^r Humanities Act (Sees 12 and 13) 

OliU ' Americans Act 

Public Works and Economic ))evelop- 

m-nt A t (Title T) 
S(K'ial Security Act 

State and Local Fiscal Assistance Act 
V^ooation.d P^ducation Act 



P L 88-269 
as amended 
P L 87-415 
as amended 
P L 89-291 
as amended 
P L 87-25n 

P L 91 345 

P L 88-665 
as amended 
P L- 89 209 
as amended 
P L 89-73 
P L 89-136 
as amended 
P L ^1 
am amended 
P,L 92 512 
P L 88-210 
as amended 
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